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INDUSTRY NEW

w

EPA Proposes New Emissions
Regs For Stationary Diesel,
Gas Engines

The EPA is proposing new emissions stan-
dards for stationary reciprocating internal
combustion engines that are not already
covered by earfier EPA regulations, The ruke
would apply 1o engines that are smalber
than or equal to 500 hp that were manufac-
tured (or remanufactured) before June 12,
2006. It also covers engines larger than or
equal to 500 hp that were manufactured or
remanufactured before Dec. 19, 2002, at
major sources of air toxics,

he U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (EPA) is proposing

new national emissions stan-

dards for hazardous air poliutants for

stationary reciprocating internal com-

bustion engines that are not already
covered by earier EPA regulations.

The newly announced regulations

would set emissions limits for formal-

dehyde, benzene, acrolein and other

air toxics from certain stationary diesel

and gas-fired engines. EPA said the
plan is expected to be fully imple-
mented by 2013,

The schedule for completing this
regulation is part of a consent decree
with Environmental Defense, which re-
quires the EPA administrator 1o com-
plete a proposed rule by Feb. 25,
2009, and a final rule by Feb. 10, 2010.

EPA's announcement said that in
2008, over 1 million of these engines
generated electricity, powered equip-
ment and operated during emergen-
cies at industrial, agricultural and other
facilities. The proposed flimits would
apply to engines located at smaller
sources of air toxics.

Specifically, EPA said these en-
gines are used at facilites such as
power, chemical and manufaciuring
plants to generate electricity and
power pumps and comprassors. They
are also used lo produce electricity
and pump water for flood and fire con-
trol in emergencies,

EPA said this rule would apply to
engines that are smaller than or equal
to 500 hp that were manufactured (or
remanufactured) before June 12,
2008. It also covers engines larger
than or equal to 500 hp that were
manufactured or remanufactured be-
fore Dec. 19, 2002, at major sources
of air toxics. The EPA definition of
major sources of air loxics are opera-
tions that emit 10 tons per year of a
single air toxic or 25 tons per year of
a mixture of air toxics,

The agency said thal owners or
operators of existing engines would
be reguired fo install emissions con-
trol equipment that would limit air tox-
ics emissions by up to 90%, perform
emissions lests to demonstrate en-
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gine performance and compliance
with rule requirements and burn ultra-
low sulfur diesel fuel in non-emer-
gency engines with a site rating
greater than 300 hp.

To meel the proposed emissions
requirements, owners and operators
of the engines covered in the regula-
tion would need to install aftertreat-
ment controls — such as filters or
catalysts — to engine exhaust sys-
tems, EPA said.

This proposed EPA rule focuses on
two options for aftertreatment control
of emissions from existing diesel
engines. One is oxadation catalysts, a
tachnology that EPA said can achieve
up to 90% air toxics reductions from
diesel engines. but can only reduce
fine particle poliution by about 25 to
30%. Oxidation catalysts also provide
negligible reductions of black carben
soot, EPA said.

Also in EPA's plans are catalyzed
diesel particulate filters that can
reduce air toxics and fine particie
emissions from diesel engines. This
technology is very effective in reduc-
ing diesel black carbon soot at over
90%, EPA said.

The agency also said it expects
owners or operators of existing rich-
bum engines, buming natural gas,
gasoline or other fuels, to install a
nonselective catalytic reduction de-
vice to meet the proposed limits on air
foxics emissions.

The public comment period will be
open for 60 days upon pubdication in
the Federal Register. dp
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